
Happy Society Foundation v. Verity Newspapers Ltd. 

Happy Society Foundation (HSF) is a group of social workers and activists. Among its activities 
is giving legal assistance to persons in need. 

Newspapers published by Verity Newspapers Ltd (VNL) have circulation throughout India in 
fifteen languages including English. It also brings out a web-edition in all these languages.  

Anuradha, employed in software industry in Nasik, is married and has twins of four years. She 
was missing from Nasik from 15 January 2010. On 30 January 2010, the police in Nagpur located 
her on the Nagpur Railway Station in an unconscious state. She was admitted to a government 
hospital, where she gained consciousness but not her memory. Her husband Amit’s search efforts 
in hospitals and through the police brought him to Nagpur. Amit met Anuradha in the hospital on 
25 February 2010. Amit brought the twins with him in the first week of March, and they all 
shifted to a private hospital in Nagpur for a short while. In the second week of March, Anuradha 
recognised her husband and the twins for the first time during her treatment. Her relatives and 
friends kept visiting her throughout. She received requests from the press for her interviews but 
she avoided meeting them. She never remembered what transpired between 15 and 30 January 
2010. 

Ketan, a journalist from VNL spotted this item for a feature in the newspaper. He posed as a 
social-worker, visited the hospital, met Anuradha, heard the incident from her. At his request, 
Anuradha posed for her photograph with the twins. The whole incident and the photograph were 
published on the front page of all newspaper editions of VNL, and web-pages. Thereafter, many 
persons visited Anuradha to give her good wishes for a speedy recovery. Yet Anuradha wrote to 
VNL objecting to publishing of the news and photograph.  

In April 2010, Anuradha returned to Nasik. In her joint family, elders asked her about her 
whereabouts from the time of her disappearance till she was found on the railway station. 
Neighbours questioned her integrity, and alleged that she had run away from her husband to join 
another lover. Colleagues at her office and of her husband, asked her whether she was physically 
or sexually abused during this time. Such charges affected her relations with her husband, who 
then asked her to stay separately for a while until the incident was forgotten. Anuradha shifted job 
to Pune, while the twins remained at Nasik. Amit rarely visited her thereafter. Amit’s family did 
not welcome her at Nasik. The twins remained with Amit and were not allowed to visit Pune.  

In January 2011 she received a notice from her husband’s lawyer alleging infidelity, and 
requesting for a divorce by mutual consent. He alleged that Anuradha’s conduct has affected his 
reputation. He alleged that many persons who have read the newspapers of VNL pass sarcastic 
remarks about Anuradha’s ‘escapades’ of  January 2010.  

In March 2011, Anuradha filed a suit against VNL and Ketan for compensation of Rs 40 lakhs 
alleging that publication of the photograph have injured her. At a preliminary hearing, the Civil 
Court of Nagpur dismissed the case as without cause of action.  

HCF, on behalf of Anuradha, have filed an appropriate writ petition in the Bombay High Court 
against VNL and other appropriate respondents.  

Argue for HSF and VNL.  

 

The problem is formulated by Nilima Bhadbhade, ILS Law College, Pune. The facts are imaginary. 

Facts in the case are located in India. Laws of India apply. 


